
Proof of Identity Requirements

When applying for Medicare, Social Security Disability,
and Supplemental Income you can prove identity by
telephone. 
When applying for Retirement, Survivors, or Auxiliary
(Spouse or Child) benefits must visit a Social Security
office.
When changing direct deposit information for any type of
benefit a person must prove their identity in a Social
Security office. 
If changing your address for a paper check you must visit
a social security office. 

Supplemental Security Income (SSI)
SSI provides monthly payments to people with
disabilities and older adults who have little or no income
or resources.
Benefits based on need and limited income.
No work credits are required.
Benefit Types:

Aged 65 or older.
Disability (any age, includes children)
Blindness (any age, includes children)

Important information to know as you
get closer to the age of 65. 
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Medicare  (Federally Funded)
The federal health insurance program is for:

People who are 65 or older
MUST apply 3 months before turning 65 even if you
have other types of insurance.
In 2025, Medicare B cost is $185.00 per month.

Certain younger people with disabilities
People with End-Stage Renal Disease (permanent kidney
failure requiring dialysis or a transplant, sometimes
called ESRD).
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When do I apply for...

http://www.bbahc.org/


Benefit amount is based on Federal and State laws
Benefit Types:

Age (age 65 or older)

You  have a disability or blindness
You must have a disability that affects your ability to

work for a year or more, or will result in death.

If you continue to work, your condition must also

limit you from earning income above an amount we

call “substantial gainful activity” (SGA). In 2024, SGA

is $1,550 per month, or $2,590 if you are considered

blind under the rules. 

Other income MAY affect benefits

Report any income you receive

Where you live or who lives with you MAY affect benefits. 

Report all changes.

Medicare
Website: Medicare.gov
Toll-free number: 1 (800) 633-4227
TTY number: 1(800) 486-2048

How does Medicare work?
With Medicare, you have options in how you get your
coverage. Once you enroll, you’ll need to decide how you’ll
get your Medicare coverage.

The different parts of Medicare help cover specific services:
Medicare Part A (Hospital Insurance) NO COST

Part A covers inpatient hospital stays, care in a skilled
nursing facility, hospice care, and some home health care.

Medicare Part B (Medical Insurance) COST
Part B covers certain doctors' services, outpatient care,
medical supplies, and preventive services.

Social Security
Website: ssa.gov
National number: 1 (800) 772-1213
Anchorage Office
Phone: 1 (866) 772-3081
TTY number: 1(800) 325-0778
Fax: 1 (8033) 950-2930

Age to receive full Social Security Benefits
Year of Birth
      1943-1954           66                                
       1955                      66 and 2 months  
       1956                      66 and 4 months  
       1957                      66 and 6 months  
       1958                      66 and 8 months  
       1959                      66 and 10 months 
       1960 or later     67                                 

Full Retirment Age

Note: People born on January 1 of any year,
refer to the previous year. 

Medicare Part C (Advantage Program) COST
Medicare Advantage is Medicare-approved plan from a private
company that offers an alternative to Original Medicare for your
health and drug coverage. These “bundled” plans include Part A,
Part B, and usually Part D. Plans may offer some extra benefits
that Original Medicare doesn’t cover — like vision, hearing, and
dental services. Medicare Advantage Plans have yearly contracts
with Medicare and must follow Medicare’s coverage rules.

Medicare Part D (prescription drug coverage) COST
Helps cover the cost of prescription drugs (including many
recommended shots or vaccines).

Has deductibles and copayments. 

Medicare does not cover assisted living homes. 
Medicaid may cover Long Term Care and Assisted Living if you meet
income guidelines. 

Medicare

Social Security Income (SSI)

Benefit Types:
Retirement (age 62 & older)

Survivor

Disability (includes blindness)

Other income does affect your retirement benefits. 

Where you live and who lives with you does NOT affect

benefits.

"Full Retirement Age" is a point in time between age 66

and 67, which is used to determine your benefit amount.

Regardless of your Full Retirement Age, your payment will

be higher the longer you wait to apply, up until age 70.

If you’re eligible because of a spouse’s work, the amount is

at its highest at your “Full Retirement Age". It doesn’t

increase if you wait. If your spouse has passed away, you

may be eligible for Survivor benefits. (age 60, or if disabled

age 50)

If you turn age 62, your benefit would be about 30% lower

than it would be at your full retirement age of 67. 

Social Security (Retirement)

(see chart)


